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Components of Reading:
In the last newsletter (edition 5), we discussed some reading components like
phonological awareness, phonics and fluency. In this edition, we will discuss another
domain of reading - comprehension.
The National Reading Panel (NRP) that explains five key areas of reading instruction to help parents, teachers and
policymakers to identify the key skills necessary to achieve reading success.
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Reading Comprehension
This is the very heart and soul of reading. Although learning to translate letters into
words is extremely important, understanding the content is what it’s all about. From
the very beginning of language learning, teachers help students construct meaning
from print.
What is Reading Comprehension?
Early in the twenty-first century, reading comprehension research was summarized
by the National Reading Panel (2000). The National Reading Panel (NRP) described
reading comprehension thus: Comprehension is a complex process often viewed as
‘the essence of reading.’ Reading comprehension is intentional thinking during which
meaning is constructed through interactions between the text and the reader. The
content of the meaning is influenced by the text and by the reader’s prior knowledge
and experience that are brought to bear on it.
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How Do Children Develop Reading Comprehension?
Pressley (2000) describes the development of reading comprehension as a two stage process:

Development of Reading Comprehension
First Stage

Second Stage

Lower Processes

Higher-Order Thinking

•

Word recognition (phonics, sight words)

•

Relating prior knowledge to text content

•

Fluency (rate, accuracy, and expression)

•

Consciously learning, selecting, and

•

Vocabulary (word meanings)

controlling the use of several cognitive
strategies for remembering and learning
from text.

What Does Research Say About Reading Comprehension Instruction?
Research has shown that reading comprehension improves most when teachers provide
explicit comprehension instruction to children (Dymock & Nicholson, 2010; Manyak & Bauer,
2008; McKeown et al., 2009; National Reading Panel, 2000).
Some of the Reading Comprehension Strategies used at AMF:
We are going to see some of the reading strategies in detail.
1. Click or Clunk		

1

2. Summarizing		

3. SQ3R		

4. K-W-L

Click or Clunk

To help students develop the ability to monitor their own comprehension processes, Carr
(1985) suggested a strategy called “click or clunk.” This strategy teaches readers to reflect
at the end of each paragraph or section of reading by stopping and asking themselves if the
meaning or message “clicks” for them or goes “clunk”. If it clunks, the reader asks what is
wrong and what can be done to correct (fix-up) the problem.
Fix-Ups: Although the ability to detect when comprehension breaks down is important, it
is equally important to know which strategies to select in repairing broken comprehension
and when to use them. Children should be introduced to the options available to them for
repairing broken comprehension.
Collins and Smith suggest the following fix-up strategies for use by readers who experience
comprehension failure:
• Suspend judgment for now and continue reading
• Form a tentative hypothesis, using text information, and continue reading
• Look back or re-read the previous sentence
• Stop and think about the previously read context; re-read if necessary
• Seek help from the environment, reference materials, or other knowledgeable individuals.
2
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Summarizing

The purpose of summarizing is to extract and briefly organize the “gist” of a text.
Summarizing is important because it helps readers select and store relevant main
ideas and details from their reading to form memory structures for text. Many
readers do not spontaneously summarize their reading and, as a result, have
poor understanding and recall of what they read (Brown, Day, & Jones, 1983).
Summarising for fictional and nonfictional text.
Summarizing: Fiction (4W + 3W + 1H)
Beginning: 4W

Middle: 3W

End: 1H

Who is the main character(s)? What are the rising events?

How is the problem

When?

What is the climax?

resolved?

Where?

What are the falling events?

What is the problem?

Summarizing: Non-Fiction (3W2+)
3W2+
W: What is the main idea?
W: What are the supporting details?
W2+: Write two or more details (Use signal words for connecting the sentences for
example. also, in-addition, for instance, etc.)

3

SQ3R

SQ3R is a reading comprehension strategy. It helps the readers to be more active
while reading. SQ3R stands for Survey, Question, Read, Recite and Review.
1

Survey

2

Scan the text and
•
pay attention to:
• Layout
• Chapters
•
• Sections
• Graphs
• Pictures
• Highlighted words •

Question
Ask yourself
questions about
the text.
Ask yourself what
you already know
about the text and
what your goal is.
Try to understand
what is it that the
author wants to
convey.

3 Read
Read the text actively while keeping the previous
steps in the back of your mind. Write down additional
questions and try to answer asked questions.

4 Recite
Repeat (aloud) in your
own words what you
have read. Ask yourself
questions about the text,
explain to someone what
you have read and try to
write a summary.
3

5 Review
Read all the relevant
parts again. Go through
your notes and questions
again. Pay extra
attention to the parts
you find difficult.
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K-W-L

KWL is an acronym for Know, Want-to-know, and Learned, is an effective way to
read with purpose. KWL is easy to apply and can lead to significant improvement in
readers ability to learn efficiently and to retain what they have learned.
KNOW

WANT TO KNOW

LEARNED

Before reading, assess
and write what you know.

Set a purpose for your reading. What
do you want to learn from the text?
As you read, maintain focus on your
purpose.

After reading, reflect,
note and review what
you learned from your
reading.

The active steps follow the acronym KWL and are generally organized in the form of a
three-column chart:

K

What do I know?
1. Great Salt Lake
is in Utah.
2. It is a saltwater
lake.

Topic: Great Salt Lake

W

What do I want to learn?

L
What did I learn?

1. Why is the water salty?

1. The salt comes from the rivers.

2. How big is the lake?

2. Evaporation makes the lake really salty.

3. What lives in the lake?

3. The lake is saltier than oceans.

4. Can you swim in it?

4. Not much can live in it.
5. You float to the top when you swim

3. It is really big.

in it.

Reading Comprehension Strategies
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Interventionists with students:

Student’s sample
for: SQ3R reading
comprehension
strategy
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Student’s sample - reading comprehension:
Summarizing : Non - fiction text (3W 2+)
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